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DARB AL - SUNNA 
adaptive reuse hospitality Madinah, Saudi Arabia
Darb Al Sunna is an adaptive reuse project that transforms an existing residential building 

into a hospitality destination in Madinah. The proposal reimagines the building as serviced 

accommodation that responds to the city’s growing hospitality demand while drawing 

inspiration from its cultural and architectural character. Through spatial reconfiguration, 

interior design interventions, and a renewed architectural identity, the project creates a 

contemporary guest experience within an established urban setting.

The project is strategically located near Quba Walkway, one of Madinah’s most 

active pedestrian corridors connecting Quba Mosque and Al-Masjid Al-Nabawi. 

This location places the project within a vibrant route frequently used by 

pilgrims, visitors, and residents throughout the year. The site’s accessibility 

and proximity to key religious destinations create a strong opportunity for 

hospitality development and short-term accommodation.

SITE ADVANTEGES 
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TYPICAL FLOOR | PROPOSED PLAN | 04 RESIDENTIAL UNIT 
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FACADE REVOLUTION 

The facade evolves from a closed, introverted volum 

to an open, expresive architecture that establishes 

a strong identity and connection with its contect. 

the transformation is driven by openess and the 

integration of local architectural language. 

01 | EXISTING BIULDING 02 | OPENING RECONFIGURATION 03 | ARCHITECTURAL IDENTITY 
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Inspired by the natural 

limestone architecture of 

Madinah

Creates a timeless, clean, and 

elegant architectural 

character.

Warm Honed Limestone

Contemporary interpretation of 

traditional Islamic shading elements

Filters daylight and creates dynamic 

shadow patterns

Enhances privacy while expressing 

local identity.

Handcrafted Perforated 

Limestone Screen

Dark Walnut Wood

Used inside the recessed 

arches

and balconies

Adds warmth, depth, and a 

welcoming hospitality 

atmosphere

References traditional wooden 

architectural elements found 

in historic Madinah houses.

Travertine
Ground floor cladding and 

entrance creates a durable, 

refined pedestrian experience.
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The interior design draws inspiration from the architectural identity of 

Madinah through a contemporary interpretation of local heritage. Deep green 

accents subtly reference the iconic green dome of Al-Masjid an-Nabawi, while 

oxide red introduces warmth and a refined hospitality character. Traditional 

timber ceiling beams, inspired by the historic houses of Madinah, are 

reinterpreted as a contemporary architectural element, creating a dialogue 

between heritage and modern design.

DESIGN INSPIRATION MATERIAL PALETTE - LIVING AREA 

MATERIAL PALETTE - BEDROOM 
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RADDISSON ALTAHLIA HOTEL فندق  راديسون التحلية
2 0 2 2-  2 0 2 4



RADISSON HOTEL TAHLIA  

Hospitality Rooted in the Identity 

of Historic Jeddah

Following the appointment of Radisson as 

the hotel operator, the project underwent 

architectural and interior design 

interventions to align with contemporary 

hospitality standards. Inspired by the 

cultural identity of Historic Jeddah, the 

design reinterprets the architectural 

language of the traditional Roshan to 

create a contemporary hotel experience 

rooted in local heritage. The hotel 

comprises a podium with 13 typical floors, 

providing 134 guestrooms and supporting 

hospitality facilities.

Team Project | BAYN DESIGN  Jeddah, 

Saudi Arabia
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Built-up area: 18,900 m 

Project type: commercial – residential – 

Hotel 

Area : Rooms – restaurant – swimming pool 

– Lobby area – Business center – lighting 

design – exterior enhancement 

Services : concept design – space planning 

– color board – furniture design – MEP 

design – Artwork 

Project STATUS| Existing Built core & shell, 

MEP 50% installed 
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ROLE & SCOPE OF WORK  
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Role: Design& Business Development Lead 

Business Development: Established the project vision and 

feasibility framework, conducted market studies, evaluated 

operational requirements, and supported the selection of the 

appropriate hospitality brand and positioning strategy.

Design Role: Developed the concept design and project 

identity strategy, studied the cultural, urban, and 

environmental context of Jeddah, and established the overall 

design process from initial concept through design 

development and implementation coordination.

Design Strategy: Focused on upgrading guest rooms and 

corridors while retaining viable existing materials and 

architectural elements. The strategy balanced economic 

preservation, operational practicality, guest experience, 

and a contemporary hospitality identity.

Technical: Led the value-engineering process with the 

objective of minimizing project costs while maintaining the 

essential design quality, operational standards, and overall 

project identity.

Artwork: Created a unique artwork direction reflecting 

Jeddah’s central urban character, coastal identity, cultural 

heritage, and contemporary spirit.



03 | RADISSON HOTEL TAHLIA  

08 | RADISSON HOTEL TAHLIA   

DESIGN STORY  Authentic design vision: Analyzing & comprehending the current existing mass and its lines   

Studying location, culture, history, ,and surrounding  environment    

1  

2  

3  

The story started when the vision was set to blend art and 

culture with a contemporary feel and look. The design 

intentionally reflects the authenticity of the heart of the 

city to build the concept and color scheme, texture, and 

pattern, along with the organic cost line 

The story of the artwork and patterns 

Reflecting the vintage spirit of historical Jeddah 

Color scheme and Jeddah environment: 

Blending the sea blue with a gradient of brown of the 

rocky, sandy coastline 

From the new city: 

The bond between Brand and the property: 

Natural beauty, well-being, and balance with heritage, 

legacy, and history
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CONCEPT & DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 
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A fusion of historic and 

costal  Jeddah 

Nature  

Aesthetics 

Functionally  

Daylighting – greenery 

when possible  

Connect with 

identity – peaceful 

color scheme  

Practical/safe 

design elements  
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PATTERN 

DEVELOPMENT 

LPATTERN  / THEME / ARTWORK CONCEPT DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 

MATERIAL PALETTE

contemporary 

interpertation of the 

Roshan 

TIMBER FEATURE WALL

MONESTONE MARBLE 

The artwork is a blend of Jeddah’s past, present, 

and future. A fusion 

of sightseeing, architecture, culture, and 

activities 

ARTWORK PAINTED ON CANVAS 

timeless hospitality 

character
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ARTWORK CREATION 

40 artwork 

creation 

300 artwork 

accomplished 

For typical 

floors  



SPACE PLANNING & PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC AREA ALIGNED WITH RHG GUIDELINES & MINISTRY OF TOURISM GUIDELINES   

1.Analysis of the existing building layout.

2.Space planning for all the public areas with full comprehension 

Of hospitality requirements of the Ministry of Tourism and operational 

Brand (Radisson) 

3. Studying the user experience linked with requirement  

LOBBY AREA 



RADISSON HOTEL TAHLIA  

Hospitality Rooted in the Identity 

of Historic Jeddah

Following the appointment of 

Radisson as the hotel operator, the 

project underwent architectural and 

interior design interventions to 

align with contemporary hospitality 

standards. Inspired by the cultural 

identity of Historic Jeddah, the 

design reinterprets the 

architectural language of the 

traditional Roshan to create a 

contemporary hotel experience rooted 

in local heritage. The hotel 

comprises a podium with 13 typical 

floors, providing 134 guestrooms and 

supporting hospitality facilities.

Team Project |  Jeddah, Saudi 

Arabia
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SPACE PLANNING & PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC AREA ALIGNED WITH RHG GUIDELINES & MINISTRY OF TOURISM GUIDELINES   

1.. Analysis of the existing building layout.

2..Space planning for all the public areas with full comprehension 

Of hospitality requirements of the Ministry of Tourism and the 

operational Brand (Radisson) 

3. Challenges of limited spaces for the restaurant area ( engaging 

indoor with outdoor area utilizing the outdoor area.   



SPATIAL RECONFIGURATION 

1.Analysis of the existing building layout.

2.Introduction of a mezzanine level to maximize spatial efficiency and 

increase functional capacity.

3.Creation of a dedicated business center featuring meeting rooms and a 

flexible multipurpose hall for conferences, workshops, and corporate events, 

with independent rear access.

GROUND FLOOR | LOBBY & BUSINESS CENTER

  

MEZZANINE FLOOR | BUSINESS CENTER
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TYPICAL FLOOR | GUEST ACCOMMODATION  
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TYPICAL FLOOR / CORRIDORS & GUESTROOMS 
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Jabal Umm Nuthaylah, Madinah, KSA|جبل أم نثيلة

 2026
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T H A N K  Y O U 
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